Surgical management of an Irish cohort of BRCA-mutation carriers.
Little information is available regarding the management of BRCA-related breast cancer in Ireland. A cancer genetics programme was initiated in 1992 at our institution to provide counselling and expert management for those with cancers resulting from inherited predisposition. We examined a cohort of BRCA mutation-carriers treated at a single institution over 16 years. A total of 107 women from 57 families were found to be carriers of mutations in BRCA1/2. Bilateral salpingo-oophorectomy was the most common prophylactic surgery performed. Overall survival between BRCA-related and sporadic breast cancer was equivalent. This is the first publication on surgical management of BRCA-mutation carriers in Ireland. It is imperative that those considered likely to harbour a mutation are referred early to a dedicated clinic so that appropriate counselling, testing and subsequent management to reduce the risk of dying from cancer can be undertaken.